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Knoxville, Tennessee, Code of Ordinances >> APPENDIX B - ZONING REGULATIONS >> ARTICLE IH. -
| ZONING DISTRICTS AND MAP >>

ARTICLE lll. - ZONING DISTRICTS AND MAP

Sec 1. - Establishment of zoning districts

Sec 2 - Zoning map; floodway maps,

Sec 3. - Rules for interpretation of district boundaries
58¢.4. - Reserved

Sec. 1. - Establishment of zoning districts.

For the purpose of this ordinance, the City of Knoxville is hereby divided into zoning districts, as follows:

Wericultural

A-1 [General Agricultural District
Cpen Space

0S- [Open Space Preservation District
1
OS- |Park and Open Space District
2
Residential

R-1 Low Density Residential District
R- [Low Density Residential District
1A
R- lLow Density Exciusive Residential District
1E
R- |[Established Neighborhood District
1EN,
R-2 |General Residential District

R-3 |High Density Residential District
R-4 Residential District

RP- |Planned Residential District

1,
RP-
2:
Rp-
3
Office

0-1 [Office, Medical, and Related Services District
0-2 Civic and Institutional District

0-3|0ffice Park District

Commercial

C-1 [Neighborhood Commercial District

C-2 [Central Business District

C-3 [General Commercial District

C-4 Highway and Arterial Commercial District
C-5 [Tourist Commercial District

C-6 |General Commercial Park District

C-7 |Pedestrian Commercial District

SC- Neighborhood Shopping Center District

1

SC- Community Shopping Center District
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2

SC-
3

Regional Shopping Center District

PC-
1

Retail and Office Park District

PC-
2

Retail and Distribution Park District

Historical

H-1

Historical Overlay District

Industrial

j-1

Planned Industrial Park District

-2

Restricted Manufacturing and Warehousing District

-3

General Industrial District

I-4

Heavy Industrial District

Floodway

F-1

Floodway District

>Technology Corridor

BP-
1

Business and Technology Park District

TO
1

T

Technology Overlay District

>Design Overlay Districts

D-1

[Downtown Design Overlay District

>South Waterfront Districts

SW-
1

Old Sevier and Scottish Pike

SW-

River Road, Goose Creek ROW and Island Home Avenue

Sevier Avenue

City View, Campus Cove and Quay Village

Bell Tower Walk

Henley Gateway

Waterfront Marketplace

{Ord. No. O-764-78, §§ 1—3, 9-19-78 Ord No C-66-81, § 1, 3-31-81° Ord. No. O0-96-83 § 1, 6-7-83: Ord. No. O-156-83
§ 1, 3-30-83;, Ord. No. ©-157-93, § 1, 3-30-93, Ord. No. 176-06, § 1 8-29-08, Ord No. O-8-07, § 1. 1-30-07 Ord No O-
28-07 § 1 2-27-07, Ord No O-108-07 § 1 52207, Ord No 0-3-2011 §1 1-25-11)

Editor's note— The following ardinances amended the zoning ordinance by adding provisions pertaining fo the following
districts. Ord. No O-78-89, adopted May 2 1989, added provisions petlaining to the SP-1 scientific production zone, Crd
No. C-78-89, adopled May 2, 1988, added provisions pertaining to the TO-1 technology overfay zone, Crd No. 0-78-80
adopted Mar 20. 1890 added provisions periaining fo the PC-1 retail and office park district; and Ord Ne (O-79-30,
adopted Mar. 20 1880. added provisions peitaining to the PC-Z retail and distribution park district These ordinances did
not specifically amend Art 1l § 1. and inclusion of these districts in the list of districts in § 1 was af the discretion of the

editor

Sec. 2. - Zoning map,ﬂoodway maps.

The location and boundaries of the zoning districts established by the ordinance are bounded and defined
as shown on the map entitled "Comprehensive City of Knoxville Zoning Map." The said map consists of separate
sheets numbered consecutively 1 through 172 {including the county along with the city), and the same is made a
part of this crdinance by reference, and upon its introduction and passage, is an effective and operative part
thereof. The said map adopted by this ordinance is not included herein, but is on file and available for public
inspection in the office of the metropolitan planning commission After February 1, 1999, changes to the map
resulting from rezonings shall be recorded on maps maintained on the Knoxville-Knox County Geographical
Infermation System or its successor
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2.2.6. - C-3 general commercial district,

A. General descripfion. This commercial district is for personal and business services and general retail business.
Districts in this category are intended fo include areas where commercial development has displaced or is
displacing residential development, or is moving in on vacant lands. Regulations are designed to guide future
change so as to discourage formation of future commercial slums, to preserve the carrying capacity of the
streets, and to provide for off-street parking and loading. ltis not the intent of this district to encourage the
extension of existing strip commercial areas, but rather to provide concentrations of general commercial
activities.

B. Uses permitted. The following uses shall be permitted in the C-3 general commercial district:

1. Retail establishments including incidental manufacturing of goods for sale at retail on the premises;
provided, however, that the space devoted to manufacturing does not exceed twenty (20) percent of the
gross floor area of the establishment; sale and display rooms and lots, not including yards for storage of
new or used building materials or yards for any scrap or salvage operations, or for storage or display of
any scrap, salvage, or secondhand materials.

Delicatessens and bakeries, eating and drinking establishments,

Automobile service and repair establishments, including gasoline service stations, automatic car

washing establishments, and repair garages; provided, however, that all major overhaul, bedy and

fender work, uphoistering and welding shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building and all
spray painting, with the exception of minor touch-up with aerosol-type spray can of standard touch-up
size, shall be conducted within an appreved spray booth and, provided further, that no outdoor storage
of automobile paris, discarded tires, or similar material shall be permitted. (See article V, section 11, for
gascline service station requirements )

4 Tire recapping or retreading within a completely enclosed building and with no outdoor storage of tires,
discarded rubber, or similar materials,

5. Personal service establishments, including barber and beauty shops, shoe repair shops, funeral homes,

cleaning, dyeing, laundry, pressing, dressmaking, tailoring and garment repair shops with processing on

the premises.

Hotels, motels, rooming and boarding houses,

Indoor commercial recreational structures and uses, such as theaters, bowling alleys, poolrooms.

Commercial parking lots and garages.

Offices, studios, clinics and laboratories.

10.  Financial institutions.

11.  Private clubs and lodges.

12,  Utility substations, easements, alleys and rights-of-way, and transportation easements, alleys, and
rights-of-way .

13, Veterinary establishments, provided that all animals shall be kept inside soundproof air conditioned
buildings

14.  Public buildings and grounds other than elementary schools.

15.  Churches.

16.  Business and vocational schools not involving operations of an industrial character.

17.  Contractor's business offices such as building, electrical, paint or plumbing contractors, termite and pest
control service, wholesale and distributing centers, with all activities within a completely enclosed
building, except as provided below, designated as paragraph 22 [21].

18.  On the same premises, and in connection with permitted principal uses and structures, dwelling units for
occupancy only by owners or employees thereof, and other uses and structures which are customarily
accessory and clearly incidental to permitted or permissible uses and structures that are not of a nature
prohibited under "Prohibited uses and structures.”

19.  Any other store or shop for conducting retail trade or rendering personal, professional, or business
service which, based on the criteria set forth in article V, section 1 of these regulations, in the opinion of
the chief building official in concurrence with the staff of the metropolitan planning commission, does not
produce more noise, dust, vibration, blast, or traffic more than those uses enumerated above.

20.  Buildings, structures and uses accessory and customarily incidentat to any of the above uses.

21, Open storage of material and equipment incidental to a permitted use, provided that all such open
storage shail:

a. Conform to the setback required for principal buildings in the C-3 district.

b Be screened from all adjoining properties and public rights-of-way to a2 minimum height of six ()

feet with one (1) of the following:
(1) A chainlink fence with inserted lattice which blocks the vision.
(2}  Anevergreen hedge which blocks the vision.

@ N

®No

©
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22,
23.
24.
25,
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(3) A masonry wall
(4)  Any other proposed screen which is approved by the metropolitan planning commission,
as a "use permitted on review "

c. The above screening requirements do not apply to materials and equipment stored an a
construction site where such materials or equipment are to be used, or to the storage of
comrmercial vehicles.

Recycling collection facility as an accessory use only as regulated by article V, section 18 B.

Cali centers.

Tattoo and/or body piercing estabiishments.

Halfway houses with maximum capacity of five (5) persons subject to the following standards:

No other halfway house located within one (1) mile of this site.

A site cannot be located within three hundred (300) feet of a park, school, or day care center.

The use shall comply with all applicable city, state, and federal codes and regulations.

The site shall be within one thousand {1,000) feet of an established transit route.

Signs identifying a use as a halfway house are not permitted.

The city police department must be provided with a written notification of the use prior to its

occupancy.

"e o0 oo

C Uses permitted on review The following uses may be permitted on review by the planning commission in
accordance with provisions contained in article VII, section 5:

1.

ok wh

Fabrication and sale of light sheet metal products such as heating, air conditioning and ventilating ducts
and equiprnent,

Private day nurseries and kindergartens, including day care centers, as regulated in article V, section 3.
Marinas, subject to the requirements set forth in article V, section 3.F,

Commercial telecommunications towers,

Halfway houses with greater than five (5) persons subject to the following standards:

A site cannot be located within three hundred (300) feet of a park, school, or day care center.
The use shall comply with all applicable city, state, and federal codes and regulations.

The site shall be within one thousand (1,000) feet of an established transit route.

Signs identifying a use as a halfway house are not permitted.

The city police department must be provided with a written notification of the use prior to its
occupancy.

rTooocw

D, Prohibited uses and structures. The following uses are prohibited in the C-3 general commercial district:

1

fhwbn

@

= Yoex

11.

All residential uses, except as provided under "permitted uses” and special exceptions permissible by
the planning commission.

Manufacturing of goods except as provided under "permitted uses.”

Public or private elementary schools.

Yards for storage, display or sales of scrap, or for any scrap or salvage operations.

Qutdoor storage of any number of motor vehicles whether or not such vehicles are operabie,
inopserable, for] awaiting repair, or damage appraisal.

Truck terminals, storage warehouses containing over five thousand (5,000) square feet.

Bulk petroleum products storage and distribution.

QOutdoor displays of merchandise

All uses and structures not of a nature specifically permitted herein.

Any uses which the planning commission, upon appeal and after investigating simitar uses elsewhere,
shall find to be potentially noxious, dangerous, or offensive to adjacent occupancies in the same or
neighboring districts or to those who pass on public ways, by reason of odor, smoks, noise, glare,
fumes, gas, vibration, threat of fire or explosion, emission of particulate matter, interference with radio or
television reception, or radiation, or likely for other reasons to be incompatible with the character of the
district,

Outdoor commercial recreational uses.

E. Area regulations. The following requirements shall apply to all uses permitted in this district:

1.

2,

3.

Front yard. All buildings shall [be] set back from the street right-of-way line to provide a front yard
having not less than twenty-five {25) feet in depth.

Side yard. No side yard is required, except that the width of a side yard which abuts a residential district
shall be not less than twenty-five (25) feet.

Rear yard. Where a commercial building is to be serviced from the rear, there shall be provided an
alleyway, service court, rear yard, or combination thereof of not less than thirty (30) feet in depth. The
depth of a rear yard which abuts a residential district shall be not less than fifteen (15) feet In al other
cases no rear yard is required

Maximum lot coverage. Main and accessory buildings shall cover not more than seventy-five (75)
percent of the lot area.
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F. Height regufations. No building or structure, except office buildings, shall exceed forty-five (45) feet in height,
except as provided in article V, section 5. Office buildings shall not exceed or ninety {80) feet,

{Ord No 5050, 8-4-70; Crd No 5152 3-3G-71; Ord. No. 0-204-78, §§ 1, 2, 12-12-78; Ord. No. 0-121-83, § 1(C}. 8-2-83,

Ord No. C-44-84, § 1, 3-13-84, Ord. No ©-483-92 § 1(C)6}, 11-24-92, Ord No 0-338-95, § 1, 6-20-95, Ord No O-197-96

§ 1, 7-2-96, Ord No. O-70-97 § 1, 2-25-97, Ord No. 0-320-99, § 1 8-24-88; Ord. No. 0-371-89 § 1, 8-21-99, Ord No. O-

439-59, § 1 10-19-99, Ord. No. 0-336-00. § 2, 7-25-00; Ord No O-215-06 § 1, 10-24-08. Ord No O-40-08,. § 1. 2-26-08,

Ord Mo O0-111-08, § 1, 5-20-08 Ord Ne O-70-09 § 1. 5-5-09)

Note—Formmer Art 1V § 8
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